




The Ásgeir G. Gunnlaugsson & Co shop 
was in the ownership of the same family 
from 1907 to 2006, when it closed down. 
The museum bought the interior fittings 
and has used them as a setting for its  
textile-related exhibitions. This year’s  
exhibition is dedicated to foremothers  
and Icelandic national costume. 

On display is a fine example of skaut­
búningur, one form of national costume, 
beautifully embroidered by Ragnhildur 
Helgadóttur [1911–1987], as well as painted 
plaster figures of people wearing national 
costume by Elísabet Geirmundsdóttir  
[1915–1959] and clay sculptures by Lára 
Kristín Samúelsdóttir [1935–2014] showing 
women in various versions of national cos­

tume. Ragnhildur Stefánsdóttir pays hom­
age to the national costume with her photo­
graphic work and Guðbjörg Ringsted with 
her painting, as does a textile bodypiece by 
The Love Corporation. Also on display are 
collages by Þórey Jónsdóttir [1852–1959] 
from Daðastaðir in Reykjadalur, as well as 
examples of national costume and photo­
graphs of foremothers wearing it. 

The shop’s inner exhibition area displays 
pencil drawings by Ása Ketilsdóttir, made 
when she was a teenager living in the  
remote farm Ytra-Fjall in the north of Ice­
land. The drawings show her immediate 
environment, people and animals living on 
the farm, intertwined with her imaginative 
world of fairy tales and folklore. 

The Store 

Friðrik Hansen [1947–2005]
Safnasafnið er í samstarfi við hátíðina List 
án landamæra, þar sem lærðir og sjálflærðir 
listamenn mætast í frjóu samstarfi. 

Í ár eru sýnd verk eftir Friðrik Hansen  
í Safnasafninu. Á sýningunni eru útsöguð 
og máluð tréverk og málverk eftir Friðrik úr 
safneign Safnasafnsins. Verkin bera með 
sér afgerandi höfundareinkenni, formin eru 
vel útfyllt, línurnar kraftmiklar, litir sterkir 
og djúpir í viðarverkunum en ljósari í vatns­
litamyndunum. Er augljóst að innra fyrir 
bjuggu hæfileikar sem ekki fengu eðlilega 
útrás vegna veikinda Friðriks, en samt eru 
verk hans gædd frumlegum eiginleikum og 
listgildi þeirra augsýnilegt.

The museum has cooperated every year 
with Art Without Borders, an annual art 
festival where people with disabilities 
exhibit their own individual artworks and 
join in a creative encounter with contem­
porary artists. 

This year works by Friðrik Hansen are  
exhibited at the Folk and Outsider Art  
Museum. In the exhibition are sawn-and-
painted wooden sculptures and paintings 
by Friðrik from the museum’s collection. 
The works show distinct personal expres­
sion, bold forms and strong colours in 
the wooden works, but lighter and more 
cheerful in the watercolours. It is obvious 
that Friðrik possessed talent that he was 
unable to develop because of his illness, 
but it is equally obvious that Friðrik’s 
works are original in their approach and 
their artistic value is self-evident. 

Ása Ketilsdóttir



Með því að tefla verkum hinna sjálfmennt­
uðu fram í samtali við verk lærðra listamanna 
tekur Safnasafnið þann útgangspunkt að 
sýna listaverk á jafnréttisgrundvelli, þar sem 
eina krafan er gæði verkanna. 

Hópurinn Huglist frá Akureyri hefur verið   
í samstarfi við Safnasafnið og sýnt verk 
sín í safninu, bæði saman og sem einstak­
lingar. Huglist var stofnað 2007 sem 
vettvangur fyrir fólk með geðraskanir  
sem vildi vinna gegn fordómum og vera 
sýnilegt í samfélagi við aðra. Hinn hávaxni, 
bláklæddi Safnvörður sem tekur á móti 
gestum á hlaði Safnasafnsins er einmitt  
úr smiðju þeirra Huglistarfélaga. 

By exhibiting works by autodidacts in juxta­
position with the works of renowned con­
temporary artists, the Icelandic Folk and 
Outsider Art Museum focuses on all artistic 
creation without discrimination, the only 
criterion being the quality of the art. 

The Icelandic Folk and Outsider Art  
Museum has enjoyed rewarding collabo­
ration with the Huglist group, consisting 
of young people who joined forces in 
2007 to found a self-help group to fight 
prejudice against mental conditions. The 
tall figure in a blue suit, who greets the 
museum’s guests upon arrival, is a fine 
example of their ambitious work. 

Að venju efnir Safnasafnið til samstarfs 
við grunn- og leikskóla við Eyjafjörð, að 
þessu sinni við Valsárskóla og leikskólann 
Álfaborg á Svalbarðsströnd, og Greni­
víkurskóla. Verkefnið er sameiginlegt og 
heitir Gæludýr. Þetta samstarf er hugsað 
til að efla listrænan áhuga og hugmynda­
flug barnanna frá unga aldri, en einnig 
er safninu heiður og ánægja af þátttöku 
þeirra, lífsgleði og sköpunarkrafti. 

As usual the museum collaborates this sum­
mer with schoolchildren in the Eyjafjörður 
district – this time from the local preschool 
and primary school in Svalbarðsströnd and 
Grenivík. They all work on the same theme, 
Pets and Farm Animals. The purpose of this 
collaboration is to nurture from an early 
age the children’s imagination and interest 
in art; and the museum is also honoured 
by their participation and takes pleasure in 
sharing their joie de vivre and creativity.

Samstarf við skóla Collaboration with schools



Safnasafnið hefur vakið athygli fyrir sýn­
ingar sínar og óvenjulega nálgun, bæði 
hérlendis og erlendis, og um það verið 
fjallað í innlendum sem erlendum blöðum 
og tímaritum, m.a. hinu þekkta breska 
tímariti Raw Vision, sem helgað er alþýðu­
list, ITE í Finnlandi, sem sýnir list einfara og 
gefur út bækur og tímarit um sjálfsprottna 
list, og dpiMagazine í Taipei á Taiwan, sem 
er öflugt í útgáfu og kynningu á alþýðulist 
frá öllum heimshornum. Safnasafnið var 
tilnefnt til safnaverðlauna Safnaráðs árið 
2008 og hlaut Eyrarrósina árið 2012, en 
Eyrarrósin er viðurkenning fyrir framúrskar­
andi menningarverkefni á landsbyggðinni. 

Einnig var Safnasafnið í lokaúrvali tilnefn­
inga árið 2014 til hinna alþjóðlegu verð­
launa Dr. Guislain safnsins í Ghent, Belgíu, 
og á ný árið 2016, en sú stofnun er þekkt 
fyrir stuðning sinn í þágu einstaklinga með 
geðraskanir, og rekur m.a. þekkt listasafn 
í þeim tilgangi. 

The Icelandic Folk and Outsider Art Mu­
seum has gained attention and recogni­
tion for its unique exhibitions and unusual 
approach, both in Iceland and abroad. 
Articles and reviews have been written 
and published in newspapers and maga­
zines, among others the respected British 
magazine Raw Vision, dedicated to folk and 
outsider art, ITE in Finland, an art institute 
and publisher of books and magazines 
about selftaught artists, and dpiMagazine 
in Taipei, Taiwan, which showcases folk 
and outsider art from all over the world. In 
2008 the Icelandic Folk and Outsider Art 
Museum was nominated for the Icelandic 
Museum Council Award and in 2012 it won 
the Eyrarrós Award, which was founded to 
focus on and encourage cultural diversity, 
innovation and development in the field of 
culture and art. 

In addition the museum has twice been 
nominated for the Dr. Guislain Award, in 
2014 and 2016, and has both times been 
selected as a finalist among the most prom­
ising nominees. The Dr. Guislain Museum  
is a respected institution in Ghent, Belgium, 
exhibiting artefacts from the history of  
psychiatry and an extensive collection  
of outsider art. 

Halldóra Kristinsdóttir [1930–2013]

Gjafir / Donations 2016–2017
Eftirtaldir listamenn gáfu verk eftir sig til safnsins / 
The following artists donated works to the museum 

Anna María Richardsdóttir, Arnar Herbertsson, 
Gígja G. Thoroddsen, Guðbjörg Ringsted, Guðjón 
Ketilsson, Guðmundur Ármann Sigurjónsson,  
Helgi Þorgils Friðjónsson, Huglist, Kees Visser, 
Kolbeinn Magnússon, Kristján Guðmundsson,  
Rúna Þorkelsdóttir 

Einnig bárust safninu verk eftir / other works by 
Guðjón R. Sigurðsson  
gefandi / donated by: Hrafnhildur Schram
Hjalti Skagfjörð Jósefsson 
gefandi / donated by: Jónína Óskarsdóttir
Guðmundur Björn Sveinsson 
gefandi / donated by: Elísabet Wallin
Ragnheiður Skarphéðinsdóttir 
gefandi / donated by: Sigrún Kristjánsdóttir

Þakkir vegna samstarfs og stuðnings / 
Thanks for collaboration and support

Héraðsskjalasafn Skagafjarðar /  
Skagafjörður Municipal Archive

List án landamæra / Art without Borders 

Mennta- og menningarmálaráðuneytið /  
Ministry of Education and Culture 

Myndlistarsjóður / Art Council Iceland

Nýlistasafnið / The Living Art Museum

Svalbarðsstrandarhreppur /  
The Municipality of Svalbarðsströnd 

Safnaráð / Museum Council of Iceland 
 
Uppbyggingarsjóður Norðurlands eystra /  
Eyþing Cultural Council 

Gefendur listgripa, listamenn, skólar, velunnarar, 
aðstoðarfólk, fjölmiðlar, gestir og listvinir / 
Donors of artworks, artists, schools, supporters, 
assistants, media, visitors and art lovers 



Sýningar / Exhibitions 2017
Aðalheiður Eysteinsdóttir / Ása Ketilsdóttir / Birta Guðjónsdóttir 
Dieter Roth & Grenivíkurskóli / Harpa Björnsdóttir 
Matthías Rúnar Sigurðsson & Þorvaldur Jónsson 
Ragnheiður Ragnarsdóttir & Sigríður Ágústsdóttir 
+
Friðrik Hansen / Guðjón R. Sigurðsson / Halldóra Kristinsdóttir 
Laufey Jónsdóttir / Svava Skúladóttir / Ragnar Bjarnason 
Sæmundur Valdimarsson 
+
Bjargey Ingólfsdóttir / Elísabet Geirmundsdóttir / Erla Þórarinsdóttir  
Gjörningaklúbburinn / Guðbjörg Ringsted / Hálfdán Á. Björnsson 
Hjalti Skagfjörð Jósefsson / Hulda Vilhjálmsdóttir / Lára Kristín 
Samúelsdóttir / Ragnhildur Helgadóttir / Ragnhildur Stefánsdóttir 
Yngvi Örn Guðmundsson / Þórey Jónsdóttir 
+
Brúðusafn 
Leikskólinn Álfaborg / Valsárskóli 
Huglist / List án landamæra

Safnasafnið 
The Icelandic Folk and Outsider Art Museum
+ 354 461 4066
safngeymsla@simnet.is
www.safnasafnid.is
facebook / Safnasafnid 

Opið frá / Open from 13.05.–03.09.
Opnunartími / Opening hours 10:00–17:00

Tekið er á móti hópum eftir samkomulagi
Visits for groups can be arranged by agreement


